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Mission Statement
Marine Conservation Institute is dedicated to securing permanent, strong protection for 

the ocean’s most important places — for us and future generations. 
Photo © Kip Evans
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President’s Letter

As I write this letter, we are still reeling from the shock waves of 2020. 
But we remain focused on a healthier planet for all of us and for those 
who will follow us.

Escalating demands on ocean ecosystems and marine life, accelerating 
declines in biodiversity, and the fraying boundaries of our wild spaces 
threaten not just the quality of our lives but our very survival. We need 
urgent and transformational change in our relationship to nature. 

Yet even as the ocean—the beating heart of our planet—faces 
unprecedented threats from destructive practices and climate 
disruption, it is also our most important tool for addressing them. A 
healthy ocean captures and sequesters carbon, serves as a haven of 
resilience and regeneration zones for threatened species and habitats, 
and protects and sustains human communities most at risk from the 
mounting threats of climate disruption. Our recovery plan begins with 
protecting and restoring marine habitats, and marine protected areas 
are one of the simplest and best ways to do that.

In 2020, despite the overwhelming challenges, we continued 
advocating for seamounts off the coast of California and the coral reefs 
in the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary. Our team focused on 
tracking the establishment of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) around 
the world, and incentivizing effective protected areas and policies 
that will lead to transformational change, like our flagship Blue Parks 
initiative. 

We are especially proud of the way our Blue Parks initiative is 
catalyzing effective conservation around the globe. These outstanding 
MPAs all share a common foundation of strong protections and 
management that result in measurable conservation outcomes. 
Growing numbers of countries and MPA managers are seeking Blue 
Parks status, showing that it is a credible mark of excellence. The 
Channel Islands MPA in the US and Brazil’s Abrolhos Marine National 
Park are the newest members of our network.

Your support is critical to increasing the number of Blue Parks 
and spreading the word about them, communicating their stories, 
and building a network of partners and a virtuous cycle for MPA 
improvement around the world. Identifying and collaborating 
with Blue Sparks—ambitious, fledgling MPAs striving to achieve 
Blue Parks status—leverages our scientific expertise to help local 
communities and governments join this network and begin the task 
of restoring our ocean.

We are acutely aware that we are still a long way from our goal of 
protecting 30% of our ocean by 2030. At the end of 2020, roughly 
6.5% of the ocean enjoyed effective protection. But new hope is on 
the horizon. We now have a much better opportunity to expand 
our efforts, especially considering President Biden’s commitment to 
protect 30% of federal lands and waters. The global community is 
also increasingly supportive of the 30% target. We are turning this 
growing momentum into action. 

So, as we acknowledge 2020’s hardships and express our gratitude 
that we survived this stolen year, we are eager to do much more to 
protect our ocean and its diversity—not just for us, but for those 
who will inherit our Blue Planet.

We hope you will join us in 2021.

– Lance Morgan, PhD

Photo ©Cristina Mittermeier/SeaLegacy
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Blue Parks

On the Abrolhos Bank off the central coast of Brazil, 

endangered leatherback turtles cruise past fans of fire 

coral, and red-billed tropic birds soar above volcanic 

island peaks. This is the site of Abrolhos Marine National 

Park, the world’s newest Blue Park. The area is home 

to the largest South Atlantic breeding concentration 

of humpback whales and at least 20 species of coral, 

including six species that are endemic to Brazil. Its 

unique chapeirão reefs feature enormous mushroom-

shaped pinnacles, which can grow to be over seven 

stories tall and as wide across as three football fields! 

“This is a place brimming with life, and we are so glad that Abrolhos Marine 
National Park is protecting it so effectively and setting an example for the world. 
Congratulations to the communities and managers who have worked so hard to make 
Abrolhos Marine National Park a Blue Park!” 

– Cristina Mittermeier, Founder and President of SeaLegacy and the 
Only One Collective

Blue Parks unite the ocean’s best protected places and the people who champion them in a 
strategic network that will cover 30% of the global ocean – enough to save life in the sea.

This New Blue Park  Safeguards Vibrant Wildlife

https://marine-conservation.org/blueparks/
https://marine-conservation.org/blueparks/
https://marine-conservation.org/blueparks/awardees/abrolhos/
https://marine-conservation.org/blueparks/awardees/abrolhos/
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Blue Parks Accomplishments

•	 Celebrated the collaborative management of the Channel Islands MPA 
Network with hundreds of guests during the Blue Park Award event in 
Santa Barbara, CA (prior to the COVID-19 pandemic).

•	 Expanded the network to include 17 Blue Parks, covering 1.67 million 
square kilometers of the global ocean.

•	 Awarded Blue Park status to Brazil’s Abrolhos Marine National Park.

•	 Mentored eight early career marine conservationists as Blue Parks 
Interns.

•	 Recruited four Blue Parks Ambassadors to amplify the initiative 
worldwide.

•	 Collaborated with new communications partner, Only One, to promote 
Blue Parks stories and to announce our 2020 Blue Park Awards and Blue 
Sparks collaborations.

•	 Presented the Blue Parks initiative at the International Marine 
Conservation Congress and the World Congress on Marine Biodiversity.

•	 Added Blue Parks pages to the new website to help streamline Blue Parks 
communications and highlight the interconnections between Blue Parks 
and our other initiatives.

Photo ©Cristina Mittermeier/SeaLegacyAbrolhos Marine National Park, Brazil.
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Blue Sparks

In 2020, we supported six Blue Spark collaborations:

Santuario Piedra del Viento, Chile. Along the shore of Chile’s 
pending Piedra del Viento Coastal Marine Sanctuary, rare Chilean 
flamingos wade in the Topocalma wetlands. In deeper water, endangered 
southern right whales rise to the surface. Growing development threatens 
these coastal ecosystems, interrupts artisanal seaweed harvesting, and 
blocks access for surfers. This Blue Spark is the first step towards a 
network of sanctuaries along this unprotected coastline.
 
California Seamounts, US. Off the coast of California, more than 60 
underwater volcanoes are home to fishes, rare seabirds, roving sharks, 
centuries-old deep-sea corals, and mysterious species that are still new 
to science. Marine Conservation Institute and the California Seamount 
Coalition are committed to protecting these rich and fragile biodiversity 
hotspots.  

Parque Nacional Cabo Pulmo, Mexico. This extraordinary 
protected area lies in the transition zone between tropical and temperate 
environments where the Sea of Cortez meets the Pacific and minerals 
from the land enrich the water. The park, which is home to the oldest 
coral reef on the west coast of North America, is the result of 25 years of 
community efforts to revive the local coral reef and aid in the recovery of 
shark populations.

Blue Sparks are the Blue Parks of the future—our scientists are working with aspiring MPAs around the 
world to empower them to live up to their promise and become tomorrow’s leaders in ocean conservation.

Piedra del Viento Sanctuary, Chile. Photo © Fariasmoreno

Photo © Octavio AburtoParque Nacional Cabo Pulmo, Mexico.

California Seamounts, US. Photo © NOAA & MARE

https://marine-conservation.org/blue-sparks/
https://marine-conservation.org/blue-sparks/projects/piedra-viento/
https://marine-conservation.org/blue-sparks/projects/ca-seamounts/
https://marine-conservation.org/blue-sparks/projects/cabo-pulmo/
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Sidika, Áreas Marinhas Comunitárias Protegidas Na Baía de 
Inhambane), Mozambique. Historically, village elders—known 
as Mukhedzisseli, or “the watchers”—determined when and where 
fishing was allowed. Now, local communities are reviving these 
traditional rules to protect vital mangrove and seagrass habitats 
in a network of nine no-take MPAs. These vulnerable nurseries 
support an incredible diversity of invertebrates, fishes, and seabirds; 
sequester atmospheric carbon; and buffer coastlines from storms. 
This is a new model for conservation in Mozambique, bridging 
traditional ecological management approaches with mainstream MPA 
management methods. 

Namancurá-Banco Burdwood II & Yaganes, Argentina. Thirty-
six percent of Argentine territory is sea, and less than 3% is protected. 
Sin Azul No Hay Verde is working to change that. The conservation 
program has made history: facilitating a Presidential Decree that 
named Argentina’s National Parks Administration the authority 
for future MPAs. The result: the first two marine national parks in 
Argentina. 
 

Pacific Remote Islands Marine National Monument, US. 
Marine Conservation Institute helped make the scientific case to the 
Bush and Obama administrations to protect these Central Pacific 
waters. A decade after the creation of the monument, we are guiding 
effective management for this important place. Spanning seven remote 
islands and atolls, this monument is one of the largest conservation 
areas in the world, sheltering millions of seabirds and a stunning 
diversity of marine life.

Photo courtesy of Ocean Revolution Moçambique

Photo courtesy of US Fish & Wildlife Service

Photo courtesy of Rewilding Argentina Foundation

https://marine-conservation.org/blue-sparks/projects/inhambane/
https://marine-conservation.org/blue-sparks/projects/inhambane/
https://marine-conservation.org/blue-sparks/projects/burdwood-yaganes/
https://marine-conservation.org/blue-sparks/projects/primnm/
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Marine Protection Atlas  brings together the best available information on marine protection around the world to 
hold governments accountable to their commitments and enable the conservation community to work together to 
protect at least 30% of the world’s ocean by 2030.

Cultivating Connectivity  

If human health divided the world in 2020, ocean health united it. Although many international meetings were postponed due to the ongoing 
pandemic, Marine Conservation Institute managed to sit down at the table (virtually, that is!) with colleagues from around the world at the 
International Marine Conservation Congress—arguably the most important international event for marine conservation. 

We co-hosted a workshop introducing the newly developed MPA Guide to participants from more than 15 countries—an opportunity to build a global 
common language for understanding, classifying, and setting goals around marine protected areas. 

We also shared the new and improved Marine Protection Atlas website, which now allows partners from around the globe to contribute to the world’s 
most comprehensive MPA database. At a time of isolation, our MPAtlas team cultivated connectivity; these partnerships will strengthen our ability to 
make real and lasting change for the ocean.

Lightly &
Minimally
Protected

Fully & Highly
Protected

Designated /
Not Yet

Implemented
0.63%

Proposed &
Committed

1.4% Unprotected

30% Target

10%

3.8%

2.6%

6.4% of Ocean
Protected Dec 2020

How Much of the Ocean Is Protected?

Photo © Morgan Rector, 2020 Photo Contest Participant

Marine Protection Atlas

https://marine-conservation.org/mpatlas/


7

This year, the MPAtlas team ...
 
•	 Built a new website that shows real-time analysis, so users have 

access to the latest numbers every time they search

•	 Transitioned to focused reporting on classified and assessed MPAs 

•	 Created a web-based data entry platform that allows partner 
organizations from around the world to complete and share MPA 
quality assessments

•	 Welcomed five new partners to our MPA Assessment Portal:
	 Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society
	 Oceano Azul
	 Oregon State University 
	 University of Algarve 
	 University of Colorado – Boulder

Photo © Markus Davids, 2020 Photo Contest Participant

“We are a small, nimble group that is influencing marine protection at the highest levels. Our work 
has informed the global discussion about how to effectively protect our ocean. It’s exciting to be a part 
of this great Marine Conservation Institute team.” 

—Beth Pike, Conservation Scientist

M A R I N E
PROTECTION
A T L A S

https://marine-conservation.org/mpatlas/
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New Protections: Championing US Waters

The United States has jurisdiction over 4.3 million square miles of sea, more than the entire nation’s land area. 
US leadership is critical to the fate of the ocean, and  Marine Conservation Institute pushes for new and expanded 
protections for the ocean’s most vulnerable places—both close to home, and on a global scale. 

How we advocated for new and stronger protections:

•	 Fought for a complete inventory of Blue Carbon in US waters in 
the Ocean-Based Climate Solutions Act—along with a plan to 
conserve and enhance it. 

•	 Successfully advocated for appropriations bills that include more 
money for NOAA and for the National Wildlife Refuges.

•	 Supported and worked on legislation that will be reintroduced in 
the 117th Congress: the Ocean-Based Climate Solutions Act and 
the Break Free from Plastic Pollution Act.

•	 Defended Rose Atoll, Pacific Remote Islands, and the Northeast 
Canyons and Seamounts Marine National Monuments from the 
administration’s threats to rollback conservation.

•	 Campaigned to better protect the Florida Keys National Marine 
Sanctuary—including expanded boundaries, two dozen new fully 
or highly protected zones, and contiguous protected areas from 
deep reef to shallow water.

Photo ©Ian Shive/ USFWS

https://marine-conservation.org/pacific-marine-monuments/
https://marine-conservation.org/pacific-marine-monuments/
https://marine-conservation.org/pacific-marine-monuments/
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Photo © Cristina Mittermeier/SeaLegacy

Big threats make a clear case for better 
protections.

In July 2020, the world watched as a colossal 300-mile-long 
international fishing fleet gathered just south of the Galapagos 
Islands—over 340 boats, bristling with an estimated 30 million 
fishing hooks. The rogue vessels, mostly Chinese, were poised to 
capture endangered species that strayed past the MPA border, 
illuminating the need for greater protections for migration 
corridors that cross international boundaries. 

Against this international backdrop, Marine Conservation 
Institute continued setting the stage for a new age of high seas 
protections and advocating for better protections, as we pursued 
our mission to safeguard at least 30% of the ocean by 2030. 

We coordinated among the nearly 50 High Seas Alliance 
members to identify the first MPA locations in areas beyond 
national jurisdictions. We catalogued “High Seas Gems” in a 
multimedia Story Map and worked with the High Seas Alliance 
to create a treaty to advance high seas protections (UN treaty 
negotiations were postponed until 2021 due to the pandemic—
giving us an opportunity to look ahead and strategize for the 
next round of talks).

“We saved the whales with international agreement, now it is time to save our oceans.” 

 —Sir David Attenborough

New Protections: Championing the High Seas

https://marine-conservation.org/high-seas/
https://marine-conservation.org/high-seas/
https://marine-conservation.org/high-seas/
https://marine-conservation.org/high-seas/
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Channel Islands MPA Network Wins Blue Park Award

In January 2020 we traveled to Santa Barbara to present our 

prestigious Blue Park Award to three agencies working to protect 

the marine life of the Channel Islands: the California Department 

of Fish and Wildlife, NOAA’s Office of National Marine Sanctuaries, 

and the National Park Service. The Blue Park Award recognizes the 

collaborative efforts of state and federal managers in meeting the 

highest science-based standards for protection and management of 

the northern Channel Islands MPAs.

L to R: Lance Morgan, Chris Mobley, Ethan McKinley, John Ugoretz, Becky Ota, and Sarah Hameed.

L to R: Gail Osherenko, Meg Caldwell, Lance Morgan, Sarah Hameed.

Channel Islands National Park Service staff with Gary Davis, retired NPS biologist.

https://marine-conservation.org/blueparks/awardees/channel-islands/
https://marine-conservation.org/blueparks/awardees/channel-islands/
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For we, too are oceans,
Or at least beings bobbing in the same boat.
To stand up for our ocean
Is to stand up for our own ship.
— Amanda Gorman, Ode to Our Ocean

Photo ©Cristina Mittermeier/SeaLegacy
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California Seamounts
The California Seamount Project aims to establish strong, permanent protection for seamounts in California 
waters and beyond.

“I believe that one of the best ways to protect our changing ocean 
is by communicating the problem. Our seamount short films bring 
understanding of these incredible underwater volcanoes to the public: 
the first step in saving them.” 

—Dr. Samuel Georgian, Resident Ocean Explorer

Photo © Ocean Exploration Trust/National Marine Sanctuary Foundation

(Virtual) Journey to the Deep

California seamounts are dazzling underwater volcanoes that harbor 
ancient corals, hydrothermal vents, aggregations of octopuses, and 
mysterious species that we are still discovering. Our seamounts 
campaign turned the 2020 push to go virtual into an opportunity. 
Marine Conservation Institute produced a series of short videos, 
narrated by Peter Coyote, that took viewers on a journey into these 
enigmatic ecosystems. We also hosted a webinar, where our resident 
Ocean Explorer Dr. Samuel Georgian revealed the wonders and realities 
of being a scientist aboard a research vessel. At a time of global isolation, 
our immersive seamount media offered opportunities for everyone to 
become virtual explorers.

https://marine-conservation.org/californias-seamounts/
https://marine-conservation.org/seamountaineers-pledge/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLj8BzpZmVyTNN5t5Cq3sKwjP7QpeHe7s0
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLj8BzpZmVyTNN5t5Cq3sKwjP7QpeHe7s0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cuk7zPAuKZg&t=255s
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Photo © Ocean Exploration Trust

This year, we...

•	 Published two multimedia Story Maps revealing expedition 
highlights and interesting fauna from California seamounts. 

•	 Participated in an experts’ workshop hosted by NOAA to determine 
best practices for modeling the distribution of deep-sea fauna, 
culminating in a publication in Frontiers in Marine Science.

•	 Contributed to the 2020 PICES Scientific Report on the distribution 
of deep-sea fauna on seamounts in the Northeast Pacific Ocean.

•	 Launched the Seamountaineer Pledge, encouraging ocean lovers to 
sign on to support advocacy and protection for seamounts.

•	 Published a modeling study describing the impact of the Deepwater 
Horizon oil spill on deep-sea corals in the Gulf of Mexico. 

•	 Contributed to the 2020 Deep Sea Conservation Coalition technical 
report on high seas bottom fisheries.

•	 Modeled the distribution of deep-sea corals and sponges on the Salas 
y Gómez and Nazca Ridges to support ongoing conservation efforts.

•	 Announced the California seamounts as a Blue Spark—one of six 
promising new MPAs that could become tomorrow’s Blue Parks.

https://marine-conservation.org/californias-seamounts/
https://marine-conservation.org/californias-seamounts/
https://marine-conservation.org/blue-sparks/projects/ca-seamounts/
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COVID-19 rocked us all in 2020, transforming the way we collaborated 
with our team and with our international partners, and shaking us each 
on different and difficult personal levels. We found creative ways to lean 
into adversity—embracing virtual connectivity. We used this strange 
time to reflect on global health and strategize strong next steps for 
ocean conservation as the world seeks a new balance on the other end 
of the pandemic. But we also struggled with isolation and uncertainty, 
and we watched as other challenges arrived to compound COVID. Our 
nation rose up to tackle vital and overdue conversations about equity 
and racial justice—a conversation that environmental organizations like 
our own must engage with as we advocate stronger protections for our 
blue planet. Our California office felt firsthand the pressures of climate 
disruption as we evacuated due to wildfires. It was a hard year. 

Amid the tumult, we looked for ways to connect and to be kind. Ocean 
lovers from around the world joined us for our Virtual Gala celebrating 
our newest Blue Park. The evening was as brilliant as our signature “Blue 
Sparkle” cocktail (whipped up by celebrity chef Duskie Estes), which we 
sipped while hearing from nature photographer and filmmaker Ian Shive 
(who spoke about the Pacific marine monuments and his new IMAX 
movie Hidden Pacific), Native Hawaiian elder Sol Kaho´ohalahala, Dr. 
Lance Morgan, acclaimed photographer Cristina Mittermeier, Abrolhos 
Park manager Fernando P. M. Repinaldo Filho, “Her Deepness” Dr. 
Sylvia Earle, and our charismatic host Marshall Behling. Enormous 
thanks to all of these special guests and to our generous sponsors: Navis, 
Sand Cloud, Chantecaille, Black Pig Meat Co., and Happy Little Whales. 
And thanks, of course, to all of our donors who made our work possible 
during this year of unexpected challenges and changes.

Ocean Luminaries Brighten Our Year-End Gala

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nx4vW9dKyIM&t=26s
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Financial Statements
Year ending December 31, 2020 (Unaudited)

Marine Conservation Institute received a Platinum rating 
from GuideStar, ensuring transparent and honest accounting 
of your donations. 

https://www.guidestar.org/profile/91-1725640
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$100,000+
Marisla Foundation 

Oceans 5 Foundation 

Packard Foundation

Winslow Foundation

$50,000+
Paul M Angell Family Foundation 

Moore Family Foundation 

The Ocean Foundation 

Overbrook Foundation

Waitt Foundation 

$25,000+
Benjamin C Hammett 

Meredith E James Charitable Fund

Curtis & Edith Munson Foundation

Gail Osherenko & Oran Young 

Silicon Valley Community Foundation 

10,000+
Arntz Family Foundation 

Naomi & Nehemiah Cohen Foundation 

Doe Family Foundation

Ann & Gordon Getty Foundation 

NAVIS 

$5,000+
Timothy & Mary Evnin 

Guess Jeans

David Johns 

Kernick Charitable Remainder Trust 

Dr. Marie McLellan Heck

Nathalie Udo, InDepth Strategies LLC

$1,000+
Julie Arntz 

Cathleen Bailey

Lynn & Marshall Behling

Dean Bunce

Chantecaille Company	

Hugh David & Dana White Family Fund	

Michael Gravitz & Tracey Marks

Zoe Gravitz 

Nicholas Henson

Apurva Mathad

Thomas McCleary

Jon McClintock

John & Gloria McManus

Lance & Angela Morgan

Sebastian Nicholls

Elliott & Irene Norse

Tom & Rogers Olverson 

Adam Pool & Kristina Gjerde 

Burgess Raby 

Meg Nielsen Ruxton 

Sand Cloud 

Alvin Silver 

Jeff Smith 

John Swift

Russ Wilson	

We are grateful to the following for their generous support in 2020.

Donor Roll

“The oceans are our lifeblood.” 

- John Bruno, recurring donor
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$100+
Rowan Aldridge
Michael Anderson 
James Angell
Vicki Athans
Oliver Barrett 
Lana Barry
Erin Meyer Beetham
Kristin Behling
Jessica Bellini
Ellen Blumenthal 
Angela A. Bradley
Ross Bringham
John Bruno
Elaine Blitz
Igal Bucay
Michelle Burt
Christopher Cadman
Walter Carlson & 
   Debora de Hoyos
Kim Carter
William Chandler
Jay Ciesluk
Alley Clark
Steve Coates
Henry Cody
Robin Craig 
Olivier Declemy
Mark Donovan
Emily Douce  
Caro Dratva
Brian Duggan
Sylvia Earle
Ron Eichner
Jennifer Eng-Wong
Jane Falconieri
Brent Ford

Meghan Gambling 
Mark Ginols 
Carter Graham
Bobby & Janae Gravitz
Lily Gravitz
Chemiya Gray
Karl Greer
Chris Griesemer 
Michael Haggerty
Sarah Hameed
Joann Harvey
Jeffrey Hecker
Roberta Heid
Chara Helton-Rodenhaus
Deborah Herman
Diana Hindley
Evan Hirsche
Jacqueline Hobbs
Amanda Holloway
Holly HooPs
Zachary Hyatt
Jack Hynes
In The Flow
Michael Johnson
Michele Jones
Mark Kaplan
Amarleen Kaur
Doo Young Kim
Beatrice Kinkead Blanchard
   & Malcolm Blanchard
André Knapen
Maria Lamps
Jeffrey Levinton
Kimberly Lewis
Zack Littke-Smith
Margaret Lohr
Jane Lubchenco

Andrew Luk 
Eric Van Lustbader
Patricia McKenna
David McRoberts
Gerry & Gail Milliken 
Thomas Mitchell
Russell Moffitt
Rob Moir
Mariah Montoya
Lucy Morgan
Michael Morgan
Robert Morgan
Erica Morrison
Christopher Morrow
Annie Musselman
Annabelle Neuman
Ines Nicholls
Lily Nguyen
Robert Ogley
Nancy Padian
Douglas & Nandita Parker
Christian Pease
Allen Perez 
Chris Petersen
Holly Pietrok
Beth Pike
Nancy Putnam
William Quigley
Mary Rouse
Linda Russell
Philip Sacks
Jake Shillue
Daniel and Joanne Shively
Brandon Skelton
Jessica Smith
Shelley Soble
Charmaine Stainbrook

Sarah B Stewart
Janardhan Theppasandra 
Andrew Thompson
Jennifer Tobkin 
Sandra Trautwein 
Marie Unini & Robert Le Clair 
Stacie Vaughn, Happy Little Whales
Jennifer Vinck
Timo Weber
Charis Whitaker
Kimberly Wiefling
Meghan Wilm
Dawn Wright
Benjamin Wong
Krys Wulff
Rebecca Zeligman & Eric Naumburg
Loretta Zweig

In Kind: Aquarium of the Pacific, Marshall & Lynn Behling, 

Beatrice Kinkead Blanchard, Blue Water Kayaks, Peter Coyote, 

Sam Dakin, Margie Foster, Mike Gravitz, Henthorne, Heidi & 

Bradley Lawrence, Robert Le Clair, Lance & Angela Morgan, 

Ronan Morgan, Carol Nimick, Quarryhill Botanical Garden, 

Schermeister Winery, Serkissian Family, Ian Shive, Jeff Smith, 

Summery.ai, Jim Toomey
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Staff & Interns

Staff
Jessica Coulter
Samuel Georgian
Michael Gravitz
Sarah Hameed
Nikki Harasta
Hannah Hindley
Russell Moffitt
Joan Montgomery
Lance Morgan
Angela Nardo-Morgan
Beth Pike
Madeleine Serkissian

Interns
Morgane Bouvet
Victoria Castellanos
Olivia Donnelly
Leah Ferger
Eleri Griffiths
Sean Kenneally
Ryan Maker
Kabir Parker
Tishma Patel
Alexandra Smith
Sara Tytlar

Madeleine Serkissian

Angela Nardo-Morgan

https://marine-conservation.org/our-people/#staff
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Board of Directors

Sam Dakin

Sylvia A. Earle, Emeritus 

James C. Greenwood, Emeritus

David Johns, Chair 

Lance Morgan, President 

Sebastian Nicholls, Secretary 

Elliott A. Norse, Founder 

Steve Olson

Gail Osherenko 

Nandita Parker

Jeff Smith, Treasurer

Michael Sutton, Board Advisor

Sandy Trautwein 

Nathalie Udo, Vice Chair

“Passion, purpose, measurable progress; this is what makes me excited 
about donating to Marine Conservation Institute! Saving the ocean is 
saving our planet, what more justification do you need?”

— Jeff Smith, tech industry executive, passionate outdoorsman and diver
 

https://marine-conservation.org/our-people/#board
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We are a proud member of the following:
California Seamount Coalition
Coral Reefs on the High Seas Coalition
Cooperative Alliance for Refuge Enhancement (CARE)
Deep Sea Conservation Coalition
Global Ocean Biodiversity Initiative
High Seas Alliance
Mission Blue
National Ocean Protection Coalition
30x30 Ocean Alliance 

We are grateful to our partners:
Bitonga Divers / Inhambane Bay 
Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society 
Deep Ocean Exploration and Research
Earth Law Center 
Global Conservation
Global Ocean Trust
Heirs to Our Oceans
Linking Tourism and Conservation
Marine Applied Research & Exploration
Marine Geomatics Research Lab
MarViva
Mission Blue
Ocean Unite
Oceanic Global
Oceano Azul
One World One Ocean
Only One
Oregon State University
Pacific Environment
Rompientes Foundation
SeaLegacy 
Sin Azul No Hay Verde
Shark Stewards
SkyTruth
Turtle Island Restoration Network
WildAid

“Working in conservation humbles and teaches me every 
day, that we are not the only beings on this planet and 
just a small part of the puzzle. Together we can ensure the 
creation of a global network, consisting of marine protected 
areas in the right places with the right rules and the right 
management to safeguard wildlife.”

– Tharaka Sriram, Blue Parks Ambassador

Photo © Clinton Bauder
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@savingoceans

@savingoceans

MarineConservationInstitute

Follow us

Marine-Conservation-Institute

https://www.instagram.com/savingoceans/
https://twitter.com/savingoceans
https://www.facebook.com/MarineConservationInstitute
https://www.linkedin.com/company/marine-conservation-institute
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saving wild ocean places, 
for us and future generations

Photo © Robert Schwemmer

http://marine-conservation.org

